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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To discriminate clearly a black character part of an input color image from a half 
tone part without causing color blotting in the black character part or mis-discrimination of a 
color character of low saturation to be the black character or void around the black character 
in a light color background. 

CONSTITUTION: A 1st black character discrimination section 50 discriminates a black 
character of an input color image based on a lightness signal L and a saturation signal Cr. A 
2nd black character discrimination section 60 discriminates again the black character of the 
input color image based on a discrimination output D1 of the 1st black character 
discrimination section 50, a saturation equivalent signal Ct and a black signal K. 
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